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Fryer Library: celebrating 90 years of collecting
Ninety years ago, a small number of Australian literary works was assembled on a bookshelf in the office of Dr 
Frederick Walter Robinson, Lecturer in English, at the University of Queensland’s original campus in George Street, 
Brisbane.
From this modest foundation, over many years, with the expertise of many people and much support, the collection 
was developed and expanded into what is now the Fryer Memorial Library of Australian Literature, our treasured 
Fryer Library.
Today, the Fryer Library's collection includes plans, drawings and records of key Queensland-based architects, 
literary manuscripts of prominent Australian writers, the University of Queensland Press Archive, rare books, and 
other unique material documenting Australian cultural history. Fryer's significant holdings continue to attract 
researchers from across Australia and internationally. The Fryer's Friends and supporters who have helped build its 
history share their stories below.
Timeline 1927 - 2017
This timeline traces the history of the Fryer Library from its origins in George Street, in Brisbane’s central 
business district, to its current location in the Duhig Tower at the University’s St Lucia campus.
1927 
A Library is established
In 1923, the same year that Dr FW Robinson was appointed 
Lecturer in English Literature at The University of 
Queensland, UQ alumnus John Denis (Jack) Fryer died due 
to a medical condition sustained during his military service 
in the First World War. In 1926, as a memorial to their 
former Vice-President, members of the University Dramatic 
Society donated ten pounds to establish a collection of 
works in Australian Literature in his memory. These 
volumes formed the beginnings of the Fryer Memorial 
Library of Australian Literature.
1949
Moving to St. Lucia 
After the University moved to St.Lucia from George 
Street in 1949, the Fryer was located in a 30 foot long 
room under the cloisters. With this increased space, 
Fryer now incorporated a reference library and reading 
room. Its collection also continued to expand as 
Robinson scoured bookshops and accepted generous 
donations of books and funds.
1952
Doc Robbie writes
Associate Professor of English, Dr FW Robinson (Doc 
Robbie) emphasised Australian culture as an 
important area of study. In a 1952 issue of the UQ 
Gazette he writes, “The Fryer Library was the first to 
be established of four important institutions which 
now exist in the University for the study of Australian 
environment and Australian cultural life.”
1967
Building the collection
“Our favourite memories are all connected with the Father Hayes library and what it meant to 
us. Father Hayes, this priest up on the Darling Downs who was a major collector of 
Australiana…” Former Fryer Librarian Nancy Bonnin recalls building the Australian literature 
collections in the library during the 1960s. Nancy worked at the University of Queensland 
Library, including the Fryer Library, from 1960 until 1982. 
1968
Gifts from Alumni
The generosity of our alumni has been instrumental in 
developing the Fryer Library collection. Here is former 
University Librarian, Derek Fielding with Owen Fletcher 
and Sir Reginald Groom, viewing an exhibition in the 
Fryer Library of some of the gifts received from our 
alumni benefactors. Alumni benefactors also celebrate 
their fiftieth anniversary in 2017.
Listen 
1967
The Hayes collection
“The find that thrilled me most was a fair copy of Chris Brennan’s translation of A Funeral 
Toast by Theophile Gautier…” Marianne Ehrhardt, a librarian in the Fryer Library from 
1967 until 1996, remembers the contents of the Father Edward Leo Hayes Collection, 
which was acquired by the library in 1967. 
Listen to the interview with Marianne Ehrhardt for the Fryer 90th anniversary 
celebrations https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:535945
1969
A growing collection
A compactus was installed in the Fryer Library to 
provide storage for the increasing size of the 
collection. The Fryer Library was by this time located 
in the Duhig Building. A large section was devoted to 
housing the significant Hayes Collection.
1973
A Central Library setting
In 1973, the Fryer Library was located in the 
Central Library. Central was later incorporated into 
the Social Sciences and Humanities Library (Duhig 
North Building).
1976
Political ephemera
“With long hair and jeans, I’d be down at the Red and Black Bookshop, down [in] the Valley, 
picking up what I guess the State would call ‘underground’ material, and bringing it back. That 
helped form part of the ephemera collection in Fryer.” Bill Beach shares his experience working in 
the Fryer Library and collecting political ephemera in the 1970s. He began working in the Fryer 
Library as a Library Assistant in 1976.
Listen to the interview with Bill Beach https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:466936
1977
A Jubilee celebration
An unidentified man with Michelle Field and 
Frank Moorhouse AM at the Fryer Library Jubilee 
ceremony, University of Queensland, St Lucia, 
Brisbane, 28 October 1977.
2004
Remembering Denis Murphy
By the 2000s, Fryer’s events were central to showcasing 
its rich collections, attracting diplomats and dignitaries 
alike. In 2004, Fryer held an event in memory of Denis 
Murphy (1936-1984). Murphy had been a state Labor
politician and party leader. He had also been an 
academic in History at The University of Queensland. 
Here are then University Librarian Janine Schmidt, 
Premier of Queensland and UQ alumnus Peter Beattie 
AC, UQ Vice-Chancellor John Hay, and Patron of the 
Fryer Library Kaye de Jersey at the opening of the event, 
where material from the Denis Murphy collection was 
on display.
2006
Duhig tower reading room
The Fryer Library’s FW Robinson Reading Room 
continued to be a popular place for students, 
academics and visiting researchers working in the 
areas of Australian literature, history and architecture, 
among others. 
2012
Viewing collections
External research groups and academics discovered 
relevant collections through Fryer’s collaborations 
with schools and events such as the Medieval 
History Conference in April 2012.
2014
In recent years
“We are fortunate to have this collection at The University of Queensland that we continue to 
build upon. It’s a beautiful collection of rare books, manuscript papers of some of Australia’s 
great literary figures, but also historic records…” Simon Farley, Manager of the Fryer Library 
since 2014, shares his experiences in the Fryer Library. 
Listen to the interview with Simon Farley https://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:466955
2015
Fryer Lecture in Australian Literature
The Fryer Lecturer in Australian was launched 
in 2015. The inaugural lecture was delivered 
by the renowned Australian writer Frank 
Moorhouse AM.
2016
Launching ‘Gotham’
Popular and prolific Australian writer and UQ 
alumnus Nick Earls joined fellow writer and UQ 
academic Dr Kim Wilkins in an in-conversation 
session to launch ‘Gotham’, the first of his novella 
series, published in both print and digital formats. 
The Fryer Library holds Nick Earls’ papers. The event 
was part of the University of Queensland Library’s 
‘Friends of the Library’ program of events. 
2016
Architecture student project work
Dr Don Watson and Dr Janina Gosseye working with 
students from the School of Architecture in the Fryer 
Library reading room. Accessing original plans of 
architects such as Robin Gibson & Karl Langer and 
viewing built models such as that of iconic Torbrek helps 
students to gain an insight into historical drafting and 
planning practices; how techniques and design principles 
have changed over time.
2017
A new teaching space
We are currently planning to refurbish a section of our 
reading room to use as a dedicated teaching space. This 
will allow us to focus on student learning and 
engagement, providing object based classes using some 
of the unique primary sources from our collections. 
Our Stories
Our stories centre around our unique collections and our research community. 
Through acquiring, preserving and digitising material, we open up our collections and 
make them more easily accessible for researchers to uncover the stories that lay 
buried within
Australian literature 
& theatre
Australian Literature & Theatre 
is at the heart of Fryer 
collections, which include many 
prolific Australian writers, 
playwrights and The University 
of Queensland Press archive. 
Architectural plans 
& drawings
The Fryer Library holds 22,000+ 
architectural drawings & plans. 
Within this collection are the 
plans of  Conrad & Gargett, 
Wilson Architects, James Birrell, 
and Karl Langer. Read more 
about our architectural plans and 
drawings here.
The Herberts’ treasure 
chest
Renowned Australian 
writer Xavier Herbert's 
papers are included in 
the Fryer Library's 
collection of literary 
gems. 
Photographic 
collections
Digitised historical 
photographs from prominent 
Queenslanders such as Henry 
Mobsby & Walter Cunningham 
Hume can be viewed online. 
Read more about our physical 
and digital photographic 
collections.
What Leo Hayes 
collected next
Father Leo Hayes was a 
prolific collector of rare 
books, stamps, coins, 
bookplates, autographs 
and letters. Find out just 
how much he collected 
here.
Digitising the Fryer 
collection
Digitisation plays an important 
role in preserving and making 
the primary resources from 
Fryer Library accessible. Read 
about the digitisation for the 
'Diary of a Turkish Soldier'.
Your Stories
Do you have a favourite memory of the Fryer Library? Please share your story with us. Email 
fryer@library.uq.edu.au and we'll add your story to our page. If you'd like to join the conversation using social 
media, please add your comments to our Facebook or Twitter accounts, using the hashtag #Fryer90.
The building redevelopment in 1996/7 involved the repurposing of the Central and Undergraduate Library 
buildings and Fryer Library was packed up and moved to a temporary location in the Law Library for twelve 
months. Moving a library is a massive task – moving a special collection with its different formats and rare 
and fragile material is particularly challenging! We then moved Fryer to its current location on level 4 of the 
Duhig building. An original piece of Fryer Library history can be found on Level 1 of the Duhig Building – the 
bookcase containing the Fryer Library collection from its early days in the English Department.
Ros Follett, Fryer Library Manager 1994-2001.
The staff of Fryer gave me a great deal of support and research assistance; they also take a genuine interest 
in the Langers.
Shirley Millett, Honours candidate in Art History, 2015. Shirley completed her thesis on Gertrude Langer.
I recently spent the better part of a week researching my biography of Frank Moorhouse in the Fryer 
archives and, as always, I was bowled over by the professionalism, expertise and generosity of the library 
staff. The Fryer team's assistance in my project has been so important every step along the way.
Professor Catharine Lumby, Department of Media, Music, Communications and Cultural Studies, Macquarie 
University.
‘More popular than 
novels’: Ernestine Hill’s 
travel writing
The remarkable, itinerant 
life of journalist and 
writer Ernestine Hill is 
reflected in her papers. 
Read more about her 
collection here.
Radical politics & street 
protests: Grahame 
Garner
Grahame Garner documented 
street protests & May Day 
processions in Brisbane during 
the 1960s & 70s. Read about 
the highlights of his 
collection here.
Three exquisite additions 
to our Rare Book 
Collection
Our rare and unique 
books support teaching 
and research. Read more 
about our collection here
